
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last week a DOT Audit was conducted by the Michigan State Police at the Mt. Pleasant Office.  This audit 
inspected all files pertaining to the DOT regulations.  The audit indicated the following: 

Drug Testing Program – GOOD 
Driver Qualification Files – GOOD 
Drivers Hours of Service – Time Sheets – NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 
Drivers Vehicle Inspections- NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 
Inspections, Repairs and Maintenance Files - GOOD 

After the four day audit, J. Ranck Electric was notified we would receive a Satisfactory Safety Rating.  This 
is the highest safety rating issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA). 

If you are a JRE CDL driver, the following are DOT regulations that you must be aware of and strictly 
adhere to: 

 Daily Vehicle Inspections Pre-trip/Post-trip Regulation:  inspect vehicle at the start of the day 
and the end of the day;  Regulation 396.11  

 Hours of Service:   log book and daily time sheets must be completed to document start 
time/stop time/hours worked/hours driving;  Regulation 395 

 Notification Requirements:  must supply notification of drivers license suspensions and or 
convictions for motor vehicle code violations;  Regulation 383.33 

 Controlled Substance:  alcohol/illegal substance use is prohibited per the DOT Drug Testing 
Program;  Regulation 382 

 Inspection, Repair and Maintenance:  a file must be maintained for repairs and scheduled 
maintenance for  each commercial motor vehicle;  Regulation 396  

 Driver Qualification Files:  files must be maintained for all CDL drivers;  Regulation 391 
 

Upon completion of the Driver Qualification file, JRE CDL drivers receive a FMCSA Regulation Handbook.  
Please keep yourself up-to-date by reviewing these standards.  Drivers are responsible for notifying JRE 
when updating driverΩǎ licenses and medical examiners cards. 

Please note the DOT audit was prompted by the number of Out of Service Violations (tickets received at 
roadside inspection by a police officer).  The Out of Service violations were above the FMCSA statistic.  
Loss of the FMCSA rating can or could result in the suspension of our USDOT number and loss of all driving 
and operating privileges. 

If you have any questions regarding DOT Regulations, please contact the JRE Safety & Security Director, 
Michael Hottinger. 

 
  

JRE CDL Drivers 
Auston Alexander Travis Aultman Dale Berkholz Tony Bigham 

Cliff Borlace Shane Brawt Mike Briggs Josh Burden 

Darren Cameron Doug Chapman Stacy Cole Roland Davidson 

John Dennis Dave Doran Brian Dumback Eric Hall 

Matt Hauff Bob Hemminger Rob Hentkowski Joe Hobbs 

Dave Holmes Jason Howell Gale Kaufman Jeremy Laney 

Harold Lindsey Jose Mendoza Mark Merritt Mark Meylan 

Russ McLean Tim Moulder Dave Munger Ron Osborn 

Keith Perry Joe Perry Jim Reece Jay Reinhardt 

Jeremy Ranck Joe Rinas Jeremy Rowley John Rugenstein 

Nate Stainsby Joe Starnes Ed Thomas Tommy Taylor 

Kevin Tomich Steve Vandyke Bill Watson Steve Wazny 

Buddy Weber Jim Whitehouse Charlie McKechnie  

March BirthdayΩs 

Mike Montour 03/02 

Bob Tonkavich 03/04 

Aaron Hauger 03/06 

Brian Bowen 03/08 

Joe Schmitt 03/08 

Dave Doran 03/12 

Gale Kaufman 03/13 

Joe Perry  03/15 

Cliff Borlace 03/19 

James Christensen 03/23 

Russ McLean 03/24 

Tracy Childs 03/25 

Tony Bigham 03/26 

Ezekeil Green 03/27 

Scott Horn  03/29 
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Upcoming Events 

Mark your calendars!  The 
JRE Foreman Meeting and 
MDOT Strategy meeting will 
be held on Friday, April 10th 
at the Mt. Pleasant Office.  
Invitations will follow shortly. 
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This is a reminder to ensure all items are secure before leaving the jobsite.  Recently we have had a string of 
jobsite break-ins.  Please realize we need to be very thorough when securing JRE trucks and stored material.  All 
trucks should be parked so tool boxes cannot be opened.  Place all tools on the driverΩǎ side and park alongside 
a trailer or next to a building.  If allowable, park trucks on both sides so the side doors cannot be opened.  
Please make sure we do everything we can do to protect our tools and equipment.  We cannot afford to lose 
and replace tools and material. 

 

 

 

Some of you might have noticed a pleasant new voice when calling the office.  Joelle Craddy was recently hired as the new 

JRE Central Receptionist.  She replaces Jan LaRose, who moved into the Executive Secretary position.  Joelle graduated from 

CMU and loves to travel! 

Jeremy Schafer has been hired as a Mechanic Assistant.  Jeremy is currently attending Mt. 

Pleasant Area Technical Center and is working at JRE as a Co-op Student. 

Congratulations to Jim Whitehouse for earning his Class A CDL License. 

Congratulations to Adam and Stacey Ranck.  They welcomed a baby boy on February 6
th

.  Samuel William weighed 8 lbs 11 oz and was 21” long.  He 

joins brothers Abe and Henry at home. 

 

 

In an effort to reduce the wear on Michigan’s roads, seasonal weight restrictions have been established.  When spring weight 

restrictions are in effect on frost-restricted routes, axle loadings are reduced 35 percent on flexible-based roads.  Most restricted state 

highways and county roads reduce axle loading by 35 percent.  Speed limits on frost restricted routes are reduced to 35 mph for 

every vehicle over 10,000 lbs gross weight. 

 

All JRE bucket trucks and digger trucks fall under these laws.  Below are examples of normal load maximums.  Frost law restrictions 

shown are at the 35% reduction. 

*Weights calculated with 11:00 tires on steering axles.* 

                  

 

Please verify whether the JRE vehicle you are driving falls under the restrictions before you 
leave for the jobsite.  In some cases the vehicle may be over the designated loading weight and 
therefore an alternate route may be needed. 
 
More information concerning Seasonal Weight Restrictions can be read online at www.micountyroads.org.  
If you have any questions on whether the vehicle you are driving will be classified under this law, please 
contact Loren Wilcox.  

Employee News 

 

RReecceenntt   BBrreeaakk -- IInnss  
 

Seasonal Weight Restrictions 

 

http://www.micountyroads.org/
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J. Ranck Electric is nearing completion of the Advanced Traffic Management 
System (ATMS) located in Macomb County.  This system provides the latest 
technology in traffic signal systems and will help alleviate traffic on portions of 
Mound Road, Metropolitan Parkway and Harper Avenue. 
 

JRE erected nine 100 foot poles with a CCTV camera on top on each pole.  
Twenty-seven other CCTV cameras were installed at various intersections.   
The Road Commission of Macomb County (RCMC) then uses a 150-foot pole 
JRE installed outside of their office as the hub for their communication 
network.  The main pole has four triangular platforms at the peak which is 
where other high-tech cameras and radios, along with other monitoring 
systems, are mounted.  RCMC will now be able to adjust traffic signals to 
improve traffic flow.  This design-build project took roughly 3,000 manhours 
to complete.  It has beeen featured in numerous news articles. 
 

Thanks to the following employees for your hard work on this project: 
 

PM/Estimator:  Rob Hentkowski     PMA:  Jan Tripp 
Foreman:  Keith Perry 

Dale Berkholz Eric Copland Ron Almasy 
TJ Moulder Joe Perry Jim Reece 

Jason Howell Bob Hemminger Jody Kaiser 
Dave Holmes Jim Serrels Tom Taylor 

Mel Arzola Ed Thomas Mark Murray 
Kevin Tomich Steve Vandyke Nate Stainsby 
Shane Brawt Jason Woodard  

 

The pictures of the project were taken by our very own Bob Caylor.  Thank 
you, Bob, for the wonderful photos. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Project News 

Mark Murray and Keith Perry install a pole at the corner of 
Jefferson and Metro Parkway.  (Photo courtesy of The Detroit 
News) 

 

Advanced Traffic Management System  

YŜƛǘƘ tŜǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŀ мллΩ ǳǘƛƭƛǘȅ ǇƻƭŜΦ   
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Recently Michael Hottinger, JRE Safety Director, 

attended a meeting with Joe Kusmierz, Contractors 

Representative, Consumers Energy, Karn Weadock Plant.  

Mr. Kusmierz complimented J. Ranck Electric personnel 

on outstanding safety practices and completion of 

assigned projects in a timely manner.  He also stated 

Consumers Energy is very pleased with the J. Ranck 

Electric crews. 

Thank you to the following employees for representing 

JRE in a positive way! 

 

 
 

 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.jranck.com 

  

  

MAIN OFFICE 

1993 Gover Parkway 

Mt. Pleasant, MI  48858 

Phone (800) 792-3822 

Fax (989) 775-8830 
 

NORTHERN OFFICE 

511 Ashmun Street 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI  49783 

Phone (800) 792-3822 

Fax (906) 632-7014 
 

SOUTHERN OFFICE 

3015 Airpark Drive North 

Flint, MI  48507 

Phone (800) 792-3822 

Fax (810) 424-9750 

Newsletter Trivia  
 

 

The winner of last month’s “Guess the JRE Employee” was Brian Bowen.    

Brian Bowen identified the featured employees as Matt Warren, Ken Badour, Ron Osborn and 
Dave Pettersch. 

Other correct guesses were submitted by Tracy Childs, Jan LaRose, Jim Levert and Stacie 
Geiger. 

Brian gets to pick a piece of apparel from the JRE catalog.  If you are interested in purchasing 
merchandise from the new catalog, it can be viewed online at www.jranck.com.  Please e-mail 
Angie Wood at awood@jranck.com with your order. 

WWhheerree  aamm  II??  
 

 

FUN FACTS 
Did you know??? 

 
Michigan license 
plates were first 

issued by individual 
cities beginning in 

1903. 
 

Plate fees are used for 
road construction and 

maintenance. 

Going Green Update 
 

Thank you to the following employees for helping us by signing up to receive  
e-mailed newsletters.  
 

Matt Hauff Randy Johnroe April Laurent 
Mark Pierce Jeremy Ranck  

 
This month’s winner of the random draw for a JRE hat is Matt Hauff.  Congratulations to Tracy 
Childs for winning the previous drawing.  If you would like to receive copies of our newsletter by      
e-mail, please send a request to Mandy McLean at mmclean@jranck.com. 

  This landmark was built in 1968 and is located in this Michigan city.   
Guess the name of the city and for an extra point name the landmark.  
Submit your answers to Mandy McLean at mmclean@jranck.com by 

March 25
th

 to win.   GOOD LUCK! 

 Jeremy Laney 

 Tim Mackenzie 

 Nicholas Tobolski 

 

 Ron Oswald, General Foreman  

 Kirk Appold 

 Randy Johnroe 

 

Safety Information  
 

 

http://www.jranck.com/
mailto:awood@jranck.com
mailto:mmclean@jranck.com

